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~The folloving is contributed to our literary colum by Rich Stephens, 
columnist for this issue. | 


"2s many of you know, I am not a very prolific writer. This small contri- 
bution is, however, a pleasure, but yet a difficult task in so much as I must follow 
after such famous columnists as Ray Lewis and Farmer VanDerverker. If it were a 
scientific treatise, it would be easy as I could heve ‘one of the Residents do the 
“work and just publish it under my name. | a: 


I think "The R. & C." is as much of a treat to us stay-at-homes as to 
those of you in the various branches of the Service. Particularly in so far as 
"Ye Editor" Keller springs many surprises on us. I hope that he will refrain from 
printing some of his over-age and sad jokes, It would increase the circulation a 
lot if he would insert many of the reat good ones he hears but he is afraid of the 
censors. (His bosses, the Board of Managers) 


| Frequently I am referred to as a Farmer. This is true ina sense. 1 had 
a very excellent early crop of tent caterpillars. Now we can almost brag about the 
quality of our Jap Beetles, to say nothing of aphids, cut-worms, potato bugs, etce 
fe for vegetables, many of the city Victory gardeners have it all over use The 
“filsons have tomatoes on the roof, others have vegetables in window boxes, but. the 
prize should go to the Donald Dial's flower pot full of radishes. 


We seem to keep quite busy in the Clinics and ‘lards. We miss so many of 
the Staff that some of the work has had to be streamlined. It is quite a help not 
to have to face so many hopeless spastics and other unfortunates. At the present 
time, we have our full complement of Residents, some "good-neighbor policy” South 
Lmericans and the new crop of Junior ‘ttendings. The Residents now give operations 
away to their assistants and I am sort of hoping some day I may have one turned over 
to mee I was once told by the Accountant that the Doctors were not very important 
in the Hospital but we are still there.(Notes= He is not.) 


In closing, I wish to send my best wishes to all of you in the Service 
and I will end by telling you the story about the farmer's daughter: and the 
travelling salesman. Please stop me if you have heard it. It seems there once 
was a farmer’s daughter x x x XX XX XXX x x"(Deleted by the Editor) 


Richmond §tephens, M.D. 
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On July 2ist, Dr. Philip D.’ Wilson was the guest at the Monthly Conference 
Surgical Service at the Valley Forge General Hospital. Among the Medical Officers 
presenting cases tas Lt. “alter C. Greham. The discussion of cases was opened by 
Dr. Wilson, and after dinner at the Officers’ Mess, Dr. Wilson gave a talk on ampir- 
tations and showed motion pictures. 
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We are indebted to Mr. Morgan ‘ling, Sra, one of the members of the Board 
of Managers, who has permitted us to print the following interesting account of the 
fighting in No. Africae received from his sony Major Morgan Wing, Jr. The fighting 
which took place at this time would place him somewhere between Mateur and Tunis, 
Mr. Morgan Wing, Sr., is the third generation of the Wing family to serve on the 
Board of Managers. His father, Mr. J. Morgan Wing was a member of the board of 
Managers from 1910"1928 and his grandfather Mr. John D. Wing, from 18961909. 


March 28, 1943 


"In the early part of the week, I spent an interesting day with some of 

our field artillery units. It was a really lovely warm day and a feeling of spring 
was in the air for the trees here, what few there are, are beginning to blossom and 
show some leaves. It hardly seemed possible that within a few miles from me men 
were hurling shetls at each other. I went forward to the artillery positions and 
then after checking in with two units proceeded forward again to a high ridge line 
overlooking our front lines. I left my jeep at the foot of a hill and climbed to 
the top where I joined with a group of artillery observers conducting the fire of 
their units. The hill mass was dotted with holes filled with officers and men from 
different units. Some were conducting fire while others were searching for targets, 
etc. Ina hole next to me, I bumped into Brig. General Theodore Roosevelt. The fire 

from our artillery wes going over our heads searching some enemy artillery position 
The infantry was flat and could not be seen ahead of us. Between us and the infantry 
there landed an occasional shell, a dough=boy commander insist@@ that it was one of 
our batteries registering in the vicinity of his troops, but after checking all units 
twice and obtaining a negative answer that any unit was firing in that vicinity, each 
negative answer being followed by another shell, a double check was made by a command 
of cease firing for all batteries whereupon another shell fell within 500 yards of 
our position convincing everyone that it was not friendly shelling. For the rest of 
the morning we were shelled intermittently by enemy artillery, not heavy fire, all 
shells going over us for they could not reach us on the referse side of the hill, 
and I assure you that it is a very pleasant feeling to be in a position to be able 
to ignore 100 pound shells being slung about you. This is merely & word sketch of 
an every day occurrence in the line, most days being not as quiet as the one 
described.” 


April 8, 1943 


"You have probably read a great deal about strafing by airplanes. Every 
day somebody gets strafed on the road, but really very few people see a German plane 
when on a trip due to the extensive length of the front over which we are fighting. 
You sure do become very careful about watching the sky for a plane because they can 
pounce on you before you know it. Everyone is agreed that you learn to hate the 
flat country where there are no ditches to jump into, or humps to hide behind, as 
you feel and are terribly exposed to air attack on long stretches of straight road 
in the flat country. There is a joke about carrying collapsible foxholes to take 
with you in such country as thise I myself Mave not es yet been strafed during the 
day but have experienced one attack on me during & very moonlit night. I did not 
hear the plane because of the noise of my jeep, and fortunately he opened up on me 
at @ distance sufficient enough not only to hear the crash of the 20 millimeter 
shells but also to see their flashes so that I was able to get direction. My driver 
and I stopped the jeep in place and I invented or rather developed a new quick 
method of how to get out of this car, namely, by what I call the swan dive method. 
My form might not have won me first place in a diving contest, but I assure you that . 
it was executed with power and speeds” . 
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| ° The personnel of the nner Aube onith qt 22600 “to the ean of the 
Greater ies York Fund. 


‘This month the ted al of the hospital is purchasing over r $1300.06 
worth of Victory Bonds « Hh « 


| We are very es togel to the yen for releasing Coxriersl: ‘liam Phillips, 
one of our cooks of lcug standing, to help us out in the kitchen during the vacation 


- periods We have had an understanding with the Army that efter our vacation period 


is overy we will release Phillips to. the Merchant Marine, "Release" is the proper 
wordsfor hospitals are considered by the Yfar Manpower Commission as an essential. 
industry, which means that employees cannot: leave the-employ of a hospital without 
first obtaining a release from the hospital or from the U. Ss Employment Agency to 
accept another position within 30 days. We, in turn, are not permitted to employ 
anyone working in an essential industry unless they submit to us a release from 
their former employer. Life.becomes more complicated every dey. 


Miss Joan Roberts, star of "Oklahoma", one of the popular musical plays 
on Broadway, and a member of the American Yomen’s Hospital Reserve Corps, is now 
helping us as a volunteer on Ward 9 three afternoons a wesk. 


The orderly problem continues to be a difficult one, Wag has been of 
great assistance in helping out in the Operating Room and Miss Hazel Evans and the 
other nurses are kept busy keeping the cdoctors* white shoes clean, We had an 
orderly in the Operating Room for a few days, but he must have become permanently 
lost. He had to be show each day where the Operating Room wes and every time he 
left the Operating Room, he became confused and had to have a special guide to help 
him find it again. He would remind oné of, somes, of the moron storisse He could not 
tell the morgue from the laundry. He was told to take a leg to the morgue, but he 
sent it down in the Operating Room linen, and it was not discovered until they 
set Boge to pull the clean linen out of the washer e 

The Editor has received a letter from Juan Ruiz from Rochester, Minne 
He writes that he has been working at the Mayo Clinic in orthopaedic surgery until 
last month. To quote, “2 spent. my first three months at: the Clinic itself, and 
the second three months in hospital service ‘at, Colonial and St. Mary's Hospitals, 
working only in surgery. Saw many interesting cases and think it has been worth 
while to spend this time here. My min interest in coming was for plastic surgery 
‘and now Iam getting it at the Kahler Hospital where we also do a considerable 
amount of: ordl.surgerye My fellowship ends in December and I hope to go back to 
New York City. seecee Very often missed the oid Ro. & fie which I have considered 
as my owmm home, not only in N.Ys but in the U.S. also” He states that he finds 
the Record and Chronicle a wonderful paper and adds, Pa hi the idea of 
publishing this paper deserves a very tropical congratulation”. He sends his ree 
gards to every one of the doctors and friends at the hospital, 

Capt. Ross McCarty stopped in to pay us 2 visit on July 17th. The Editor 
was very sorry to have missed Capt. McCarty when he called as he was away for a 
weekend, but in his travels he took up with Lt. Col. John H. Mulholland, Capt. 
McCarty*s Commanding Officer. He learned from him that Capt. McCarty has finished 
a six weeks* course in surgery of the extremities at the University of Peunsylvania. 
and has joined the Unit, the First General Hospital, at Ft. George G. Meade, Md. 
We also understand that the Army is making an orthopod out of Capt. McCarty, and he 
is to head the orthopaedic division of his wnit. Lt. Col. Mulholland waked to be 
remembered to all the R. & Ce~Bellevue menkens of our List Arh a 
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Dre Stephens* son, Boby who spent 16 months ag a member ofthe fire de~ 
partment at the Newport Naval Training Station, may now be addressed at the'U.5.5. 
Charrette, y Fleet Post Office, New York City. Ve understand that Bob is very 
pleased with this transfer into a field of more active service rather than sitting 
around the fire house and playing poker. Dr. Stephens* younger son, Bill, finished 
his second year in agriculture at the University of Connecticut and has been 
Classified 26 (essential farmer) and is now working on a large dairy farm in Conn, 


We have almost caught up with the Number 65 on our service flag in the 
Clinic as Dr. Donald Dial reports to the Lovell General Hospital, Ft. Devens, Mess, 
on July 31st with a commission as Major. The other afternoon a Farewell Party was 
held for Drs Dial on the 6th floor. He was presented with a beautiful scroll 
executed by Olive Fischer which reads as follows: 


We are gathered here today 
‘To give Major Dial to the U.S.A. 
Our hearts are heavy 
Our spirits are low © 
For one and all 
Hate to see him go. 
His quiet manner, 
His lack of fuss 
Have greatly endeared him 
To all of us. 
The Army is lucky 
- And we are glad 
They are getting one of the best 
They ever had. 


The R. & C. congratulates Don on receiving a majority. 


Dr. Benjamin Blechman, who replaced Dr. Schorr in the Pediatric Clinic, 
has also reported for active duty. 


The Re & Ce notes with interest that Mr. Theodore J. Knapp, a member of 
the firm of Montgomery Scott & Coe, has recently been elected a member of the 
Board of Managers. We feel sure he will be most heartily welcomed by all. 


Another bouquet. A gentleman who was & patient on Ward 8 writes Dr. 
Burdick, "I eam very grateful for all that has been done for me seereesee For the 
fine hospital care and excellent nursing. I could not have received better care 
under any circumstances and do not know how I could have had the work done with= 
out the generosity of the hospital, as I had suffered with the condition, and 
been unemployed a ‘long time”, | 

Mr. Re C.,(correct initials) a Red Cross worker home from the Middle East, 
was recently referred here by the Red Cross for checkup. The Red Cross evidently 
know their stuff when it comes to referring patients to the proper hospital, but in 
this case,.there was no need of sending him to us. This patient had suffered a 
trim lleolar compound fracture of the rt. ankle which had been reduced by open 
operation with fixation of the fragments with screws. From the account of the 
patient, this operation was unquestionably done under most difficult conditions. 
Ray Lewis states that from the X=ray point of view it is one of the best end re« 
sults that he has ever seen. This opinion is confirmed clinically by other members 
of the staff who examined the patient. Our staff congratulates Major Lowell Thoms 
on his excellent procedure & result. 


